
2021-2022

Employee
Service Awards



S B C EO  E m p l o y e e  S e r v i c e  Aw a r d s  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2

2

Message from the Superintendent

Dear Santa Barbara County Education Office employees, 

This publication is dedicated to you for the service and leadership you 
provide to infants, children, youth, families, educators, staff, schools, 
districts, and communities across Santa Barbara County.

I hope my words can truly convey the appreciation, respect, and 
gratitude I feel for the tremendous contributions you make, particularly 
as we continue to navigate through a global pandemic together. I am in 
awe of your ability to shift and adapt through these incredible times and 
thank each one of you for your commitment to this important work we do 
every day.

As we adapt and thrive as an organization, and continue to welcome new employees, this is our moment to 
pause to recognize and appreciate our employees who are celebrating their completion of 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 
and 30 years of service.

To our honorees: we celebrate you as individuals and as members of our SBCEO community. We thank you 
for your loyalty to our organization, and for being the steady foundation, and source of knowledge and 
experience, that makes SBCEO so strong. As a community, we are made better because of who you are and 
what you bring to our organization.

As I look at the pictures throughout this publication, I see you and your families, and I see a collection of our 
extended family at SBCEO. We are grateful to you for sharing your photos with us all. The connections and 
relationships we build with others at work are invaluable. 

And, to those who submitted words of appreciation – thank you for these words of acknowledgement. We are 
honored that you contributed to this recognition and shared with us a small part of how much you appreciate 
your colleagues.

Congratulations to our employees whose dedication to service and leadership has enriched our organization 
in countless ways. Though we cannot be together to celebrate our employees in person, we hope this 
gathering of images and sentiments help all of us feel connected while we are apart.

With sincere appreciation for each of you,

Susan C. Salcido, Ed.D.

S A N T A  B A R B A R A

Susan C. Salcido, Superintendent
County Education Office 

Dr. Susan Salcido visiting an SBCEO infant 
and toddler program in Santa Maria



S B C EO  E m p l o y e e  S e r v i c e  Aw a r d s  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2

3

5 Years of Service

Classified

Certificated

Lydia Barcos
School Business Advisory Services

Selena Gonzales
Juvenile Court and Community Schools

Makenzie Johns
School Business Advisory Services

Illa Llinares Senon
Children and Family Resource Services

Eric Ridgeway
Special Education

Brenda Rodriguez
Special Education

Ruby Teran
Special Education

Erika Terrazas
Partners In Education

William “Ron” Wheeler
Information Technology Services

Sylvia Baeza
Special Education

Kelli Johnston
Special Education

John Merritt
Teacher Induction Program

Rene Wheeler
Juvenile Court and Community Schools
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Rebecca Atkinson

Alejandro De La Cruz

Fabian Delgadillo

Rachael Ginevra

Alejandro works as a Custodian/Maintenance Worker in our North County office. 
His can-do attitude makes him great to work with. He is proactive and conscientious, 
earning him the title of Administrative Services’ first recipient of the “Shackleton in 
Action” award.

- Dwight Staggs, Maintenance and Operations Manager

Fabian likes seeing the students he works with make progress. Outside of work, he 
enjoys eating and mountain biking, and likes to travel—especially to all-inclusive 
resorts where “I get to sit back, relax, and eat.”  

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Rachel is a wonderful APE teacher. She is creative and loves working with preschool 
students. She is a team player, has a positive attitude, a great sense of humor and is 
always very warm and caring with her students. We appreciate you!  

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Rebecca enjoys connecting with children and families and her work clearly 
demonstrates she is providing benefit to our community. She enjoys taking walks, 
hiking, and traveling. Rebecca has visited all but 4 of the states, so far!

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Preschool Specialist, Special Education

Custodian/Maintenance Worker, Internal Services

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Adapted Physical Education Specialist, Special Education 

10 Years of Service
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Jose Gonzalez

Rose-Marie Gonzalez-Brady

Liliana Gutierrez-Ruiz

Maria Inda-Orozco

Rose works with military families teaching their children in a preschool setting. She 
has a passion for supporting all families and has worked at Devereux and with adults 
with special needs. Rose loves when a child has that “aha” moment when they can 
finally accomplish what they have been trying to do. Though she loves her work, family 
comes first and always will.

- Janelle Willis, Director, Early Care and Education

Liliana has a passion for serving the Hispanic community and supporting the preschool 
students in our community with special needs. When not working with students, Liliana 
loves spending time with her family. We appreciate all you do!

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Maria is a constant reminder to be compassionate and diligent in everything we set 
our hearts to. The quality of her work ethic and performance is infectious in all the best 
ways, and she is adored by everyone around her.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Jose is an integral part of Alice Shaw School. He is a “big brother” to his students. He 
works hard at building relationships with students to encourage learning. Jose comes 
to class with a sense of humor and great attitude. Thanks,  Jose! 

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Site Supervisor/Permit Teacher, Early Care and Education

School Psychologist, Bilingual, Special Education

Clerical Assistant, Children and Family Resource Services

10 Years of Service
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Kathleen Klammer

Nicole Knepp

Joan Muhr

Denise Perkins

Nicki enjoys working with children to make an early impact in their education. She 
enjoys “thrifting,” reading, and going to Disneyland. She was once part of a team that 
ran from Ventura to San Diego!  We appreciate all you do!

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Joan is always willing to do whatever is needed and adapts well with constantly 
changing priorities. She is very dedicated and great to work with. She has been married 
for 51 years and has two sons and two grandchildren. She enjoys being near the ocean, 
traveling, reading, and taking walks.

- Sheryl Pognant, Manager, Information Technology Services

Denise is an example of positivity, humor, compassion, and inspirational energy. She 
is detail-oriented, responsible, and always has safety and well-being at the forefront. 
She is a phenomenal parent who advocates for her students like they were her own 
children.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Kathy Klammer is a dedicated WEB Nurse and Lactation Consultant. She’s provided 
support to thousands of children and families throughout our community for over 17 
years. She enjoys cooking, traveling, and playing on Shaw Island, WA at the family 
cabin. 

- Traile Easland, Nurse Manager, Welcome Every Baby

Welcome Every Baby Nurse, Children and Family Resource Services

Speech Language Pathologist, Special Education

Office Assistant, Information Technology Services

Licensed Vocational Nurse, Special Education

10 Years of Service
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Norma “Paty” Ramirez

Shawna Robertson

Rosalynd Sena

Wendy Vega

Shawna’s enthusiastic attitude makes her a powerful Paraprofessional and it motivates 
others to learn. Shawna enjoys spending time with her family at Lake Nacimiento, and 
she looks forward to building a home in Lake Havasu in the future. 

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Rosie is a proud mother of three children. She has enjoyed attending her children’s 
sport activities including football, basketball, and tennis. She is looking forward to her 
daughters graduating from their business and engineering programs. When Rosie is not 
championing families and children, she attends Marvel movies with her son, and dresses 
up as appropriate characters. Her dream is to vacation on a 90-day world cruise.

- Janelle Willis, Director, Early Care and Education

Wendy loves outdoorsy activities with her family. Together they enjoy hiking, 
kayaking, and camping. She also loves a friendly game of Mario Cart! Wendy, you are 
appreciated.

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Paty goes above and beyond to provide the best support to her students, and especially 
working on developing their confidence, independence, and overall happiness. Paty 
enjoys spending time with her sons and she makes the best enchiladas in town! 

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Child Care Services Technician, Early Care and Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

10 Years of Service
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Ana Dillon

Ana is a dedicated team member of the Fiscal Services department. She understands 
governmental fund accounting and enjoys monitoring the various programs she 
oversees because she gets to work closely with so many SBCEO program managers. 
The program managers all appreciate Ana’s knowledge, patience, and positive 
support.  Congratulations, Ana, on your 15 years of service.

- Araceli Vasquez, Fiscal Services Controller, Internal Services

Accounting Technician, Senior, Internal Services

Anna Freedland

Anna is a pillar of grace, optimism, wisdom, kindness, intelligence, and excellence. 
And, she is unflappable. Anna, you see and seek the best in people and situations—it is 
a true privilege to work alongside you each day at SBCEO.

- Susan Salcido, County Superintendent of Schools

Executive Assistant to the County Superintendent

Jose “Luie” Gallardo

Luie brings creativity and unique ideas to the classroom every day. He enjoys working 
on art projects with his students and is a team player who is always willing to help 
where needed. Thanks, Luie!  

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Mari Baptista

Mari has a pure and genuine heart, identifies beauty and wonder in every environment, 
is kind, compassionate, and a model for humanity, friendship, and leadership. Thank 
you, Mari, for giving your all and for caring so deeply. We appreciate you!

- Susan Salcido, County Superintendent of Schools

Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources

15 Years of Service
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Rosa Herrera

Rosa provides a loving and caring environment for all families and children she serves. 
She enjoys teaching children new concepts and watching them grow. She is especially 
good at nourishing children’s Spanish language skills. Rosa appreciates reading and 
cooking new recipes. During the weekends you will find her in Santa Barbara where 
she spends time with her family.

- Janelle Willis, Director, Early Care and Education

Child Care Assistant, Early Care and Education

Esther Gonzalez

Esther enjoys novellas and browsing Hobby Lobby. She has two children, a son and 
daughter. Her daughter is in the Navy. Esther is extremely family-oriented and enjoys 
hosting family gatherings. She is a valued member of the SBCEO team. 

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Vanetta “Charmaine” Hauber

Charmaine is our wonderful behavioral support aide. She has a gift for assisting and 
supporting our teachers and staff. She has a passion for helping all students succeed 
in school. Great work, Charmaine! 

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Behavioral Intervention, Special Education

15 Years of Service

Victor Limón

Victor is an active guy who loves watching his son play soccer on his traveling team. 
He also surfs up and down the Central Coast, but his favorite wave was caught in 
Chicama, Peru. Thanks for all you do, Victor. 

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Vocational Assistant, Special Education
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Serena Martinez

Paloma Rubio

Serena has an insatiable sweet tooth balanced out by her love for spinning and Zumba. 
She’s known to be cursed with cars that are lemons, but has the best attitude with her 
contagious belly laugh. We appreciate you, Serena.

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Paloma likes to look back and see how the students have grown over the year, and how 
she was able to help them. She loves going to the beach with her boys, and she has 
recently started roller skating again.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Maria Sagrero

Maria anchors our busy office with immense poise, talent, and deep community ties 
while her quick wit and camaraderie brighten our days. Super-mom to young Abraham 
& Viviana, she’s first in line to help anyone in need—inspiring and indispensable! 

- Debra Hood, North County Liaison and Office Manager

Administrative Assistant, Internal Services

15 Years of Service

Jessica Lopez

Jessica is a loving mom of two young men, Anthony and Zac. She spends her free time 
in nature, camping and fishing. She brings heart and soul to our organization, serving 
others in a thoughtful, caring, and compassionate manner. Thank you, Jessica, for 
being you!

- Mari Baptista, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources

Human Resources Supervisor, Human Resources
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Crystal Snow

Michelle Walsh

Crystal is an avid frisbee golfer and enjoys playing with her husband and two sons 
nearly every day. She loves games, darts, her goats, and her dog, Bella. Crystal is an 
invaluable member of our Deaf and Hard of Hearing team.

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Michelle is a dedicated, ASL-fluent, professional and her infectious positive attitude 
makes her students feel safe, confident, and happy. When she is not pouring her heart 
into work, she is an avid hockey mom and loves being in nature. 

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Educational Interpreter, American Sign Language, 
Special Education

Infant Specialist-Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Special Education

Susan Salcido

Susan is an exceptional leader, facilitating thoughtful collaboration, empowering 
others, and promoting values of compassion and equity. Susan enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Bard, and her children, Samantha and Nicholas.  She is a lifelong 
advocate for the community and youth of Santa Barbara County and is truly valued!

- Mari Baptista, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources

County Superintendent of Schools

15 Years of Service
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Maria Bezie

Maria enjoys spending time with her husband, going on long walks, and shopping for 
deals. She works hard to support child care providers in our community guaranteeing 
they have what they need to serve families. Providers report she is caring and always 
willing to explain paperwork and regulations. When she is not supporting providers 
and her coworkers, she is dancing away in Zumba.

- Janelle Willis, Director, Early Care and Education

Clerical Assistant, Early Care and Education

Rachel Fauver

Rachel is a treasured, collaborative colleague whose expertise in the areas of learning, 
instruction, the brain, special education, systems, and research provides leadership for 
equitable and inclusive programs throughout the county. She makes everyone around 
her smarter and puts them at ease. 

- Ellen Barger, Assistant Superintendent, Curriculum and Instruction

Director, School and District Support, 
Curriculum and Instruction

Linda Furness

Linda worked all over the United States as a traveling nurse before joining SBCEO. 
She enjoys being active with her family, gardening, and going to the beach. A fun fact 
is that Linda speaks Danish. Tak, Linda, for 20 år!

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

School Nurse, Special Education

Luz Bernal

Luz is an advocate for all children and has a passion for supporting Dual Language 
Learners. She also fully embraces families as their children’s “first teachers.” With this 
belief, she works diligently to educate parents on child development and opportunities 
to expand their child’s knowledge of the world. Luz also craves adventure and loves to 
travel across the country and to other countries, especially places with nice beaches.

- Janelle Willis, Director, Early Care and Education

Site Supervisor/Permit Teacher, Early Care and Education

20 Years of Service
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Gwendolyn Garcia

Wendy loves her family, crafting, and pets. It is not unusual to hear her described as 
having a famously cheery attitude. Wendy’s passion is her grandchildren, Angelo and 
Gianna.

- Tom Heiduk, Manager, Credentials Services

Certificated Human Resources Technician, Human Resources

Marilee Gadler Bell

Marilee is a creative, dedicated, and seasoned OT. She collaborates and builds 
positive relationships with others and provides expert guidance to lead the child 
towards success. Marilee is happiest when spending time with her children and family, 
especially in Hawaii.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

School Occupational Therapist, Special Education

Bertha Gonzalez

Bertha is calm and confident, and she instills a positive attitude about learning in her 
students. She makes sure that no language or cultural barriers get in the way. She is a 
treasure in the Early Start program.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Joanna Hendrix

Joanna’s taste is eclectic. Fun Fact: She has been to two concerts in her entire life, Kid 
Rock and The Wiggles. Joanna’s sense of humor and gift of gab are unparalleled. She 
is such a joy to work with.

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Special Day Class Teacher, Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program, 
Special Education

20 Years of Service
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Veronica Martinez

Veronica likes working with children and helping others. She loves cooking Mexican 
food, spending time with her family, and shopping (especially at Ross!). Veronica was 
the Homecoming Queen at Santa Maria High School in 1994.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Cynthia Neal

Cindy enjoys the variety of students she supports throughout the county. Cindy is a 
wonderful advocate for her students and is committed to seeing that every child 
succeeds. Cindy also loves to travel with her family. Aloha, Cindy! 

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

School Psychologist, Special Education

Patrice Nelson

Patrice is an exceptional manager. She has many years of experience and a great depth 
of knowledge and understanding of governmental fund accounting. In her present 
position as Fiscal Services Manager, she prepares the budget for SBCEO. Patrice’s 
coworkers recognize her as one of the kindest people they know. Congratulations, 
Patrice, on your 20 years of service. 

- Araceli Vasquez, Fiscal Services Controller, Internal Services

Manager, Fiscal Services

Jodi Maquinalez

Jodi’s heart extends beyond her work with students. Ten years ago, Jodi’s son inspired 
her to feed the homeless. Jodi cares deeply for this cause, and she continues to collect 
food and clothes for those in need. Thank you, Jodi.

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

20 Years of Service
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Eva Sanchez

Eva says working with children is “so much fun!”  She loves learning about all the 
different ways she can help families. Eva likes to go shopping and to spend time with 
her family and her two 2-year-old grandsons. 

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Delfina Reyes

Delfina’s positive demeanor, professionalism, compassion, and commitment are 
unmatched. Her inspirational dedication to her job builds a perfect recipe for an 
exemplary Paraprofessional, and everyone appreciates her contagious smile.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Linda Soloy

Linda loves that every moment with children is unique, spontaneous, and an 
opportunity for playful interaction. She enjoys seeing children grow and flourish 
in a loving, supportive environment. Outside of work, Linda spends time with her 
grandchildren, walks, and swims.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Special Day Class Teacher, Special Education

Heather Walsh

Heather is a highly valued member of our division. She provides an extensive array of 
technology support for all staff and students in our division. We are extremely grateful 
for her dedication, generosity, and wonderful sense of humor!

- Kirsten Escobedo, Assistant Superintendent, Special Education

Computer/Network Technician II, Special Education

20 Years of Service
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Lynda Wright

Lynda has dedicated her life to serving families in her community. She thrives on 
building educational systems that engage children and expand their knowledge of the 
world. Lynda fully embraces the concept of inclusion and believes all children can learn 
and thrive. When Lynda is not working, she is spending time with her grandchildren 
and family. The community thanks Lynda for all she has done and will continue to do 
for families and children.

- Janelle Willis, Director, Early Care and Education

Site Supervisor/Permit Teacher, Early Care and Education
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Mary Williams

Mary enjoys her job because she says, “I get to act like a big kid all day.”  Outside of 
work, she likes spending time with her daughter, walking her dog on the beach, and 
making muffuletta (New Orleans-style sandwiches).

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Special Day Class Teacher, Special Education

20 Years of Service
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Sarah Holtz

Sarah appreciates working with the wonderful special educators in the county. She 
has a heart for families of students with disabilities. When not working, Sarah loves to 
spend time with her children and grandson. Thanks, Sarah!  

- Andy Evans, Coordinator, Special Education

Speech Language Pathologist, Infant Specialist, 
Special Education

Olivia Carbajal-Esparza

Belinda “Lindy” Birkholz

Lisa Anderson

Olivia likes working with children and supporting her colleagues. She enjoys cooking, 
baking, and hosting large “themed” parties. There are over 50 people in her immediate 
family!  For a recent party she rented a mechanical bull for guests to ride.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

When Lindy isn’t milking cows or playing with pigs on the dairy farm, she enjoys sewing 
and making soap and candles. Lindy also loves introducing her students to cooking 
and makes a mean breakfast burrito! We appreciate you, Lindy.

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Lisa supports families in the Lompoc area with their child care needs. She is an 
advocate for all children in her community. She has worked as a teacher, Alternative 
Payment caseworker, and sits on the Patient Family Advisory Council for Lompoc 
Valley Medical Center. In her personal life, she has supported children in need through 
fostering opportunities.

- Janelle Willis, Director, Early Care and Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Visually Impaired Specialist, Special Education

Child Care Services Technician, Early Care and Education

25 Years of Service
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Gabriela Rodriguez-Castellanos

Gabriela feels that working with children is the most fun. She likes to exercise, read 
books about health, and spend time with friends and family. She is passionate about 
learning natural ways of taking care of oneself and one’s body.

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Teresa Pawl

Teresa enjoys helping children and families. She loves walking on the beach and 
meeting with friends. She specializes in cooking southern food. Teresa once owned a 
horse who was named Sir Pauly McCartney because he acted like a rock star!

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Speech Language Pathologist, Special Education

25 Years of Service

Gabriela “Gaby” Jasso

Gaby enjoys helping students to meet their goals and be successful. She enjoys 
supporting the speech therapists, and we appreciate her bilingual skills in 
communications with parents. Gaby likes to exercise, stay busy, read, and spend time 
with her family. 

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Anthony Paulsen

Tony is an exceptional educator who takes every child’s needs into account when 
delivering instruction. He also works behind the scenes to uplift others, support 
colleagues, and make a difference in people’s lives, both in school and out.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Resource Specialist/Special Day Class Teacher, 
Special Education
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Robin Wingell

Robin has taught fitness for one year longer than she’s been a teacher for the blind and 
visually impaired. She writes Braille/English curriculum, runs, swims, and likes to eat! 
Thanks for all you do, Robin. 

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Visually Impaired Specialist, Special Education

Juana Rubio-Macias

Juana is a very caring individual who takes the time to get know each of our students. 
She is also a great cook who often shares her creations with lucky colleagues; her 
breakfast burritos and chili rellenos are worth waking up early!

- Rene Wheeler, Director, Juvenile Court and Community Schools

Teaching Assistant, Juvenile Court and Community Schools

Sam Van Gundy

Sam is very dedicated, extremely detailed, and thorough, and always maintains a calm 
demeanor. He has been married for 50 years with four children and five grandchildren. 
One of his favorite activities outside of work is playing pickleball. We appreciate Sam’s 
many contributions.

- Sheryl Pognant, Manager, Information Technology Services

Senior Software Engineer, Information Technology Services

25 Years of Service
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Jerri Dilley

Jerri consistently holds her students to high expectations and her interactions with 
them motivate them to reach and exceed those goals. Her organization, tone, and 
delivery make her teaching effective and fun. She is a role model for many SLPs.

- Reiko Guy, Coordinator, Special Education

Speech Language Pathologist, Infant Specialist, 
Special Education

Leticia Padilla

Ernestina “Nette” Fonceca

Lettie and her husband have been married 39 years; together they share three children 
and four grandchildren. In her spare time, Lettie loves watching boxing, taking trips to 
Las Vegas, and cooking. Lettie’s an invaluable member of the SBCEO team.

- Samantha Mullins, Coordinator, Special Education

Nette believes there is never a dull moment when working with children. She enjoys 
walking, reading, and crocheting doilies. She has worked in Cuyama Special Education 
since high school, and has been there her entire career. We appreciate you, Nette!

- Cathy DeLaurentis, Director, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

Paraprofessional, Special Education

30 Years of Service
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Thank You

Santa Barbara County Board of Education

SBCEO Assistant Superintendents

Judy Frost
President

Bruce Porter
Vice President

Marybeth Carty
Member

Maggi Daane
Member

Michelle de Werd
Member

Weldon (Joe) Howell, Jr.
Member

Peter MacDougall
Member

Mari Baptista
Human Resources

Ellen Barger
Curriculum and Instruction

Bridget Baublits
Educational Services

Kirsten Escobedo
Special Education

Bill Ridgeway
Administrative Services

The Santa Barbara County Board of Education and SBCEO assistant 
superintendents thank you for your years of service.
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